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. Zuckerman goes from house to Housg

LEE KOSTER

avid Zuckerman is a part-time UVM
D student with a projected graduation

date of December 1994, He is an
Environmental Studies major with a Chemis-
try minor, He is running for the Vermont
House of Representatives. Hisdistrictincludes
the University of Vermont. Elections will be
held on November 8th,

Cynic: Were you born in Vermont?

David Zuckerman: No, | was bom in
Brookline, Massachusetts.

Cynic: Are you a registered voter in Ver-
mont?

Z: 1 have been voling here for years,

Cynic: When did you decide to run for the
Vermont House?

Z: July of this year,

Cynic: So, it wasn't something you were
thinking about all through college?

Z: 1 have been active in local politics, as
wellasactiveinissues, notonly political issues
but social awareness issues the whole time I've
been here but T haven't particularly thought of
running for this position until this summer.

Cynic: So, how did it come about?

Z: Well, I've known Dean Corren for a
while because I've been active working for the
Progressives, and I worked on Bemie Sanders
re-election campaign two years ago, The posi-
tion was open and the idea came to me that
Dean Corren and 1 would be a good pair of
Progressives running for the position. I've had
1o think about it quite a bit because it's a real
commitment, and so, I thought about it for
quite some time. I decided I was adequately
prepared foritand thatI could rep h

Cynic: So what will happen on November
8ih Is that the residents of Burlington will get
a ballot with four names on it, the two Demo
crats and you and Dean Corren and they will
check off two boxes?

Z: Actually, in Burlington there are ten and
a half representatives, (one is partly in
Burlington). The district we hope to represent
is from Willard St. on the even side all the way
from Riverside Ave. to Intervale Ave. and all
the way down Prospect St. until and including
the Redstone apartments. Also, all the way to
Speer St. on the South side. It cpvers all of the
UVM students that live on-campus.

Cynic: Are you concentrating a lot of your
efforts on UVM students?

Z:1wanttorepresent the whole districtand
it happens that the district is about 50-60
percent students, But by no means does that
mean I am only focusing on students, I have
been knocking on doors in the district for the
last number of nights, I am going to knock on
every door; every door in the residence halls
and every door on the streets, and I hope that I
can represent folks from all different perspec-
tives. Because of my activity in the Burlington
community I have become quite aware of all

the issues of the area in terms of property tax
reform, health care and education, things that
affect stud more. Envi-

some, but resids

relations made better, That might not be some
thing that people in the House deal with so
much. But, as someone who is sort of in that
transition period, | also feel that through my
own actions | can represent and project some
of the changes in student attitdes toward
residents and resident attitudes toward sty
dents. 1 also, as Dean has done in the past, will
regularly come 1o the Student Govemnment
Association and inform them of the state’s
funding for UVM or bike helmet laws and
transportation issues that might affect stu
dents. The objective for meis that students and
residents know about these things before they
happen. That's actually one of my biggest
problems with the systemiis that things scem to
happen, and then we find out about it later
when it’s too late to get involved. I'd like to
create as much of an information flow to folks
in the district as I can,

Cynic: Whendidyoumeet Bernie Sanders?

Z: 1 met him the first time working on his
campaign in the summer of ‘92. I don’t know
him personally all that well but I tend to agree
with a lot of his politics. I am particularly
excited about having an independent in Con-
gress because it sort of expands the dominant
thinking which is that there are only two par-
ties. By having an independent in Congress,

ronmental laws, and actually all laws affect all
the residents, both students and residents, I am
running to represent the people of the district.

Cynic: Canyou think of specific things that
youwoulddoto help the college students in the
area?

Z: Inthe past, I worked briefly with the off-
campus studentorganizationand I'd like to see

peopleand enough people’s views thatI should
un.

Cynic: I don't think I really understand the
whole Dean Corren and David Zuckerman
team, are you guys running in wards that are
right next to each other?

Z: No. There are two seats in this district.
G Ily there is one ref tative, give or
take a few, for every 3,500 people, It happens
that this district in Burlington is a two-seat
district with 7,500 or 8,000 people. So, be-
cause there are two seats two people can run
and be supportive of each other and get elected
10 those two seats,

Cynic: Are there going to be any prima-
ries?

Z: 1f there were more than two candidates
that were either Democrats and Republicans
than there would be a primary in the district.
There are two Democrats running and no
Republicans running, so there are no prima-
ries. Dean and I are running as independents,
s0 we're not part of the primary system.

24

that fed and improved, and ity

peopl ttorealize thatthere doesn’thave to
be a two-party system. I'm not saying that
everyone in those parties are bad or good, but
I just think that there needs to be a wider
spectrum of representation in our system,
Cynic: Are there any issues fromwhich you
differentiate yourself from Bernie Sanders?
Z: 1 don't know where he stands on every
issue, s0, I don’t want to give a blanket yes or
no. For example, the crime bill was a big issue

in Washington recently, and Bernie

it and the NRA [National Rifle Aw;m i
really mad because there 15 4 number of .
weapons in it [that were banned) The

bill also happens 10 have a number of
penalty provisions, and I am personally

the death penalty linln'xsl.;x-mm"y_w i

anybody else personally, really fecls thy i

can push the button or inject Vm"lhh
someone. I find it hard 10 Support hh
penalty because I know that | couldnt do gy
But, I also understand the perspectiye that e
was coming from, there were a Jot of goog
things in the crime bill. It was certainly begey
than what would have happened "B"h'u:
still president because I think lhqgwmhd
funding in there for prevention Programs, mog,
money in education of crime preventign,

I personally don’t think any one bl yy
ever solve lots of problems because it isaby
country issue, it’s the families people grow,
in or the non-families people grow upin, jtjs
our media and how our media portrays whary
going on in our society and whether if's g
negative or the fact that there are 2 Tot of
positive things happening.

So, when Bernie votes for the crime bill g
doesn’t mean that he supports everythinginit
and that’s the political process, I suppose. By
1 know he’s very strong on environmenta
issues. I'd like to see him be even strongeren
those, in terms of protecting ecological aress
and large areas of wilderness because envirog-
mentalism is more than just what it is for
humans and I think from a human perspective
our economy relies on the environment 2
well. I personally appreciate the values of o
environment and I would like to see moe
environmental protection. People should look
at their own use problems such as how ofiea
they drive or how often they use a disposable
cup. It's all about our personal habits. Wecan
yellabout saving the rainforests in Brazil butat
the same time we're destroying our own bas
here.

Cynic: Canyou think of specific legislation
thatyouworked on orare planning onworking
on to help the environment?

Z: Well, one simple fundamental thing thet
I've thought about is that Vermont hasabotte
bill but it doesn’t cover all bottles, Thereare2
lot of glass bottles that list a deposit for Maine
and not one for Vermont. Why one bottlels .
redeemable in Vermont and another oneisi'
is mindboggling. In Burlington, we can
cycle glass because we have the recyclint
program but a lot of Vermont doesnt bat®
such a convenient recycling system: e
money is an incentive to get people lon.!l"
and recycle, so that’s a very simple solution

continued on page 27
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! Zuckerman speaks

continued from poge 24
(ynic: Do YOU think that there is a
d;(‘”l' of high quality, high wage
ohs i1 Vermont ordo you not think
that it is @ pml'h'm ' 4

7 Yarst ofl I think a high-wage
pand a bigh quality job can mean

fferentthings Thercare fewerhigh
‘h. :‘. jobsin vermont but I alsohave
o 1o Vermont for what Vermont
[ think people come to Ver
nnlm,:llwlwsln! both worlds
ave that for so long,

jol

come
is, and
montw
we can only b
and then we will destroy the side of

\vcrn\(\m that 1§ rare and is not found
jnalot of other
pmcc\ n terms of
quality of lite.
While there are
fewer IBM jobsor
"higl‘l\")i“m“h\"
inthestate, T don't
think thatwe need
1o continue to ex-
pand in those ar-
eas because 1 think quality of life is
also significantly important and it's
a separate issue from purely eco-
nomicincome. Something related to
that would be the expense of health
care and that is part of why every-
where the cost of living is so high is
health care. An issue that I funda-
mentally agree with Dean Corren,
andthatheintroduced, was thesingle-
payer health care plan for Vermont.
That would both save Vermonters'
money and provide more healthcare.
Cynic: It now appears that uni-
versal health care coverage is no
longer a possibility on the national
scale. Regardless of what happens
_ onthenational scale, your goal is to
have 100 percent of Vermonters be
covered.
Z: Correct.
Cynic: What do you feel about

affirmative action?

Z: | am for affirmative action
The reason being is that we have had
Insttutional raciam for forever, and
while we are still breaking through
that at this point, people of color are
stll not given an equal opportunity
in the workplace. Until the level of
Job placement has become paraliel
10 the proportion of the number of
people in our society, |Affirmative
action would be stopped when say if
blacks composed 25% of the popu
lation, they also got 25% of high
wage jobs). I don't feel that just

letting it go on as it has been is right
for our society.

Cynic: So you think that women
and minorities should get an advan-
tage due to past discrimination?

Z:1don’tfeelcurrently thatthings
are equitable atall, when you look at
the pay of a woman versus a man in
the same position the pay of the
woman is still lower and that’s not
right. Until people in our society can
look beyond sex or skin color or any
of a number of things, then I don’t
think we can get rid of affirmative
action.

Cynic: Don’t you think that there
is anegative aspect to giving prefer-
ence to black people, for example,
because it gives them the message
that they are inferior and therefore
they need help in order to compete
with a white person for a job?

Z: There’salotof African-Ameri-

cans who see it that wey amd 3 st

who see it the other way
speak for African: A

wans and |
don't think it's anybeody s place §
do that. Bt | know a bt ¢

who feel that the sy stem is yher

{ peoy

unjust and ntil if be

and comected tha ne need w
taken 1o comect that In the ) rur
1 would hope that there would ne
have 10 be affirmative action m
dates but our society is unjust

necessary
Cynic: Do vou feel that people

are sometimes overly cynical abowut

What happenedto Anita Hill was atrocious. That our society will
not believe someone before they learn the issues and just the
audacity of people not believing her and what happened with
that whole situation is entirely ridiculous in my eyes

complaints that minorities make st
as some thought during the Aniia
Hill controversy?

Z: What happened to Anita Hill
was atrocious. That our society will
notbelievesomeone beforethey learn
the issues and just the audacity of
people not believing her and what
happened with that whole situation
isentirely ridiculous in my eyes. She
had nothing to gain from coming out
with that information. She hasn’t
written a book about it as far as I
know, she hasn’t done a TV movie
about it as far as I know and that is
where our society is still behind.
Because there are still honest people
with quite a bit of integrity who
come out with something like that i
order to have the truth be known
about someone who is going to be a
justice on the highest body in the
United States and that she was ridi-

culed and verbally harussed by the

Sudic iary Besard of the Seaste s wt

telievatie o the and it is very sod
that that s¢ still the <etusioe
€ ymic: I moticwd 1
v It I
{ gry a1 ¢ o
/ Marital Rights Rill Wh
Z: Basical e w L
1 n & hoe .
| pet the sar o and be
fits as heterosex U "
f benefits for the art
Crnic: Were you ever a member
of inr of the mupor
two parties
Z: In Vermont

you don’t register as
one. | did work on
Bill Clinton’s cam
paign a couple years
ago and [ felt he was
the better of two op
tions. 1 didn’t think
he was great, but I didn’t think he
was the better of two evils either. I
think his position on a number of
things has been compromised.

Cynic: What do you think of the
Jjob that Clinton is doing as presi
dent?

Z: 1 think he’s doing a better job
than Bush would have done. I've
been disappointed on a number of
things, on environmental issues, on
human rights issues, on homosexu-
als in the military. He's just had to
weaken on so many things and come
more to the middle and that’s where
I've been disappointed.

Cynic: On those issues, do you
think he got as much as he could, for
example in homosexuals in the mili-
tary there was some improvement
and that he is sacrificing the perfect
in pursuit of the good?
continued on page 30
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think that's possibly how he
z! | think that there’s a side
¢""i“m:mighl be credible but I'm
o l{h’lm I'd really rather see
ored s in there and say, not be
“Mﬁj about four years down
o Wmh‘-.ng re-elected just really
ghe i€ and work to educate the
'ﬂm" d go all out for what they
""Mlc “?,‘ and whatever they get
hﬂ';'; those four years, they get
don

gone

ropic: 18 1
(":‘ if you get elected to the

strate!

wnmml

0 your § .

mpromising

o 7 well, I'm going 10 say where
‘[;‘] on fssues and I'm going to

: ‘mk as hard as T can to get things

hose directions, Obvi

hat going to be your

House, in terms of stic king
uns and not doing so much

wor

ing in
rm“l; fhcu“\ going (o be bills that
oustys

¢ going 1o have the majority '.‘I
2 lwnnl(nwvmlln‘mlmllln‘n' ]
w"fﬂ s going to be something in
nl‘fn\)l“m notgoing tolike because of
:;:-':my thatbills are done where you
have an original bill and ynu.h;lw a
million mncndmcl.lls. No, 1 m not
ing 10 vole against every \u\glc
bill that comes up hf‘cuuxc they're
pot perfect, but | \\'I" work to do
what I say I'm working to do, .
smic: In recent years certain
members of the Democratic party,
one example is Mike Dukakis, from
your hometown, and Bill Clinton
have been labeled or at least at-
tempts have been made to label them
as liberals. If the label liberal was
ta.he.applied. to.you.do
you think you'd try to shun it or
! embrace it?
% Z: The term liberal means so
| many things to different people, but,
insome ways I guess itdoes apply to

me, in many ways. | also think thaet
the political Spectrum, people say
conservative is on the right and liby
eral is on the lefy, it actually poes
around in a circle, You stan becom
ing so far liberal or conservative in
some ways that you cross over and
then there's the | ibertarians. In gen
eral, in today's picture of liberal, |
probably am one However, the
policy of tax and spend has been
associated with the word liberal,
which is not always the case with
liberals, then 1I'm not in that realim
For example on health ¢
covering more people

are, | am for
which may
be considered liberal, and vet it will
cost less which isn't the general as
sociation of liberals. Yes, I'm liberal
but I'm also very practical

Cynic: If you were 1o pick a role
model for yourself in politics, who
would it be?

721 drather not pick arole model,
not because 1 overly agree or dis
agree with the people out there but
l“.'\}lll\l' as soon as You associate
yourself with someone who has been
in the public for as long as Bernie
Sanders or Patrick Leahy or James
Jeffords, then you're taking a lot of
baggage without people knowing
either that person very well or me
very well and alot of the people that
know me know that I put myself
behind what I say, my heart's in itall
the way, I'm going to bust chops and
work really hard for this election and
then when I'm elected, that won't
slow down. I'm marvelled at Dean’s
energy-level and a lot of people I
JKnayw tend to wonder about my.en-
ergy level. To have a role model, or
tohave anicon, isn’t...I'm whoIam
and that's the bottom line, I guess.

Cynic: Canlaskyou howoldyou
are?

More Zuckerman

Z:lam 23

Cynic: If you are sucresyfid in
your race for the House, will you be
13 youngest membey *

Z: | don't think so, bt 1 dowr't
know. It happens that this race has
four people in it and one of them is
21

Cynie: Who are the finir people
running in this race ?

Z:Marcy Kaplan and Sandy Baird
are the two Demy
Corren and myself

Cynic: Do you think tha if Vo
ure elected that this »

wints and Dean

ill e a career

Z: | have no idea. For the last

coupleof years I've explored & mum

ber of different things, I've been
managing a farm this summer and |
will continue to do that. I'm inter

ested in organi farming and I'm
also interested in outdoor education
and park management | might get
there [the House] and entirely hate i,
you never know. | see many aspects
of this political process which 1 al
ready despise, but 1 also know alot of
issues which I'm concerned about
and I'd like to see brought to the
forefront. People of all ages have
gotten so cynical about the political
process and I'd like to bring some
integrity back into it. Because while
our political system has its problems
itactually has more avenues for cor-
rection than most political processes
around the world. In Vermont, it is
unique because people can run and
people can get to know those people
individually because of the scaleand
that’s whatl cherishabout thisplace.

Cynic: Do you think you would
ever run for the United States Con-
gress?

Z: I have no way of knowing.
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