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Gay marriage
bill sponsor did
the right thing

he sponsor of a bill that would legalize
SAme-sex marriages in Vermont was
right when he predicted that 4 would
umlh\lﬂtelygomhdxrhwuk‘
hame this yes,
%0, Rep. Mark Larson, D-Burlingtan,
did the right thing,
Sex years ago, # was the lawmakoers of
Vermont — at the of the state
Court ~ who did the right
when they created the ol unions statute. At
the time, Vermont was al the center of the
same sex marriage debate which broy
a&nﬁmﬁu-muhhewudd-ﬂgx:cd
legislators a considerable amount of pamn, soul
searching and aniety. It also exposed & wealth
of courage and determination.
The debase was lond ~ in fact, much londer
than nearly a month of cable TV-fed faror over
a sentence handed down to a man who sexu-
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as importnt a3 the Boal oulcome was ~
Vermant waa the
first smte im the
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udices, nomuﬂm-b&"’
Beliehs, 2 process that made what Vermont ult-

did even more rémarkable.
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And Jess than @ year ago poined
Vermont as America’s only civil union-permit-

ing states
n?amnbﬂwould sume sex couples
the right to marry, mﬁuam-&f
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mdqunlpdhw‘nmm- It would have
given parties o a dvil unica the right to con-
vert it o a marriage, and it would pemit-
ted same-sex mamiage.

The state — and the country ~ really needs 1o
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blessings of state cvil
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riage” and all of its out of the )
forever. It would leave the morsd and

of union where it : in churches
and in 's hearts and
That suid, Larson's measare is
becase it keeps the Vermont | , andd
the public, sware that the faced by
nmmd-wnmvdwd:lnn :lu:vﬂ:
partners of the same sex is still very
And that discrirnination and fear are still real
obstacles. Just kst week, | overhesrd snickering
m the af the Statehouse over news reports
of Larson's bill from lobbyists representing
mam:mwwmp«:pb
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Mmp&a«hm%ndlhmdum
woark and live here don't understand the real

Vermont.
Well, the real Vermont belongs to everyone:
g3y, lesbian, straight, liberal, conservatve and
hhem.d M‘h:du
for any one of those groups, and it is
?zdld-umbeudmd
people whose opinions differ. What we aren’t
allowed to do is people basic rights
because of those
Which iﬁl{na“lm'lmiaw&
come one. He it won't %hu!u.
yess, But as he told Ross of
Aasociated Press kast week: “] think it's time to
start this conversation. ... I's the right thing to
dolommn-eqiﬂywﬂ*h
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people and events. You can mach kim at
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